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mankind. The question, therefore, assumes the form
as to whether, from the very nature of the case, any
such evidence is or can be .forthcoming in regard to
any miracle alleged to have been performed under such
conditions as those existing, for instance, in the early
days of Christianity, Hence, the principle of relative
probability, whatever may otherwise be its value, should
here be allowed its fullest weight; and the greater the
antecedent improbability, the stronger must be the ar-
gument advanced to overthrow it.*

Here, doubtless, we possess the explanation of Spen-
cer's own attitude, taken up, it would seem, about this
time, towards the orthodox creed. That he ever for-
mally rejected the current theology seems extremely
unlikely; for this would imply that he passed it under
some kind of systematic examination or review, analyz-
ing and weighing the evidence for and against it, and
dealing with the whole question as one pressing for
solution. This he does not appear to have done. The
fact seems rather to be that it never became absorbed
into his thought, because there was nothing in his in-
tellectual make-up which would attract it, or with
which it could cohere; no place into which it would
fit without upsetting and destroying the whole system
of his belief.

* See particularly on the general question of miracles, regarded
on its philosophical side, the chapter on Miracles in. relation to
the order of nature, in that masterly and learned work, Super-,
natural Beligion,iiiirtiikiiitli* ih^t'iailecl (widened must
